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TIMEFORANEW
PROCLAMATION?

FintanO’Toole
IrishTimes columnist and
critic.His books include
‘Enough is Enough:How to
Build aNewRepublic, 2010’

OisinCoghlan
Director, Friends of theEarth Ireland. “I
echoed thestructure and the languageof
theoriginal , andbeing theenvironmental
activistwent bigwith that aspect”

JohnAMurphy ‘Weremainstarry-eyedabouttheoriginalProclamation, inpartbecausethesignatoriesputtheir liveswheretheirrhetoricwas’ Page2

JoanneO’Riordan
Disability activist andcriminology
studentatUCC.Shewrote thiswithher
brotherStevenO’Riordan, director,
producer andwriter ofNoLimbsNo
Limits, a documentary aboutJoanne

ConstantinGurdgiev
Russianeconomist based inDublin.
Blogsat trueeconomics.blogspot.com.
“Weare not rewriting historyor disre-
specting the past: this is about anew
statement for today’s Ireland”

GraceDyas
GraceDyas is “anactivist, a theatre director,
awriter, a theatre producer . . . Shemakes
theatrebecause shewants to change the
world. She lives andworks in inner-cityDub-
lin, Irelandwhere she is from”

GerardO’Neill
Director ofAmárachConsult-
ing, economist, and author of
2016:ANewProclamation for
aNewGeneration

Asthecentenaryof the1916Risingdraws
near,we invitesixpeople–a journalist, an
artist,activistsandeconomists–towritea
newProclamationfor today’s Ireland

ANEWPROCLAMATION

ANDAPOLOGY
IRISHWOMEN:First of all, in thenameof thedeadgenerations,we’re sorry that still, through

Wedeclare the right of the ownership of women’s bodies, to thewomen of Ireland, and to the
unfetteredcontrolof theirowndestinies, tobe sovereignand indefeasible.

IRISHWOMENareentitledto,andherebyclaim,equalrightsandopportunities,equalpayand

workplace bullying and everyday sexism.Wewill not be told to cheer up or smile. Norwill we

Werepealthe8thamendment.Wewillhavefree,safeandlegalabortion.Nojudgment.Nofear.

manypeoplegothurt, before somanyhad tomarch,before toomanydied.

To the girls who couldn’t get the money together, who gave birth to babies in front of holy
statues, whowent to parts of the city unknown, and lay on tables and at themercy of knitting
needles, andpaidaheavyprice for that too.We’re especially sorry that thousandsofbackstreet
abortions happened, and are happening every day. We won’t allow that to continue. We are
sorry.

shouldneverhaveletthathappentoyou.Tothenunswhowereabusedbyabusingthem,weare

Wewill have a republic where nowoman is able to be bought by aman to buy a communion
dress for a child. We are putting an end to the commercialisation of sexual abuse that is
prostitution.

Wewillprovideaccess towork, training—nowe’regoingonefurther,we’reprovidingaccess to
dreams.Everyone is entitled toand facilitated to livea life that’smeaningful.

In this supreme hour we are saying Never Again. Except this time, we actually mean, Never
Again.

Signed
Grace Dyas

Onbehalf of the women of Ireland

Weekend
Review

PROCLAMATION
OF A

NEW REPUBLIC
FREE FROM FOSSIL FUELS

Irishmen and Irishwomen, in the name of humanity and the future generations to whomwe
bequeath our only home, Planet Earth, Ireland summons her people to the cause of freedom
fromfossil fuels.

EnergyAgency and theCarbonTracker Initiative, havingwatched our political leaders ignore

longer for them to heed thewarnings that burning fossil fuels is dangerously overheating our
planet. Supported by the Irish diaspora around the world and expatriates of many countries

togetherwecanovercometheobstructionismofthemostpowerful industrytheworldhasever
known.

electricity, unfetteredby fossil fuels. And the right to own the renewable energydevelopments
thatwillpowerourlives,andtoparticipateinthedecisionsthatwillgetusthere.Ourdemocracy
has for too long been usurped by the disdain or our leaders and the deference of our citizens.
Once again asserting our sovereigntywe proclaim anewRepublic, a participatory democracy
that celebrates diversity and dissent. Butwe recognise that Irish destinies are interwovenwith
those of all humanity.We claimno exceptionalism and seek no exaltation. Our small country
will do its fair share tocontainclimatechange.

Just as humanity is entitled to our solidarity in the face of the existential threat to civilization,

guarantees the civil liberty, equal rights andequal opportunities to all its citizens, regardless of
age, gender, religion, race, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or membership of

vibranteconomyacrossthecountry, thediversityofnatureandthequalityofourenvironment.

We place our cause not under the protection of God but in the hands of the people. We are
buildingamovementandweareaskingyoutojoin.Onlyacitizens’movementcanfreeusfrom

Signed

Oisin Coghlan
Onbehalf of the people of Ireland

TO THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
OF THE

IRISH REPUBLIC
FROM THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND

IRISHMENAND IRISHWOMEN, To thosewho standwithme and to thosewho have gone
before me; I hereby declare that every citizen regardless of their ability has an unfettered
right and absolute ownership to the island of Ireland, including all its natural resources.
To those who have imprinted their humanity on and contribute to a wider more global
civilization, but yet were born on the island of Ireland, Ireland will forever be the natural
homeof those citizens.

In the name of God and of the dead generations from which she receives her old tradition
of nationhood, Ireland guarantees in its laws the absolute right of every citizen to a free
education andhealthcare system.No law can ever override this undeniable right.

regardless of their race, creed or borders. Furthermore we respect the individual right of

these fundamental rights this new Irish Republic recognises the unequivocal right of all its
citizens to marry, love and show tolerance in times of unease and transition, resulting in a
brighter,more solid future for the entire islandof Ireland.

is governed.Noone personor government has the right to squander thewealth of this great

of all the people of Ireland andmust beused solely for that purpose.

In this supremehour the Irishnationmust, by its valour anddiscipline rise up to ensure that
the cultural identity of all its citizens is protected; ultimately, cherishing all the children of
thenation equally.

Signed

Joanne O’Riordan, Steven O’Riordan
Onbehalf of the people of Ireland

POBLACHTNAhÉIREANN.

PEOPLE OF IRELAND
In the name of the generations from which she receives her nationhood, Ireland summons
her children, native and adopted, to strengthen and protect the freedom and the liberty

present and the future generations to an even greater andmore just society, that secures real
opportunities forall, andbalancesthe libertiesof thefewwiththerightsof themany, thevalues
of thepresentwith traditionsof thepast.

Wedeclare the right of thepeople of Ireland to theownershipof Ireland, and to theunfettered
control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible. In every generation past, the Irish

people to thepursuitsof liberty, abetter futureandexpressionof their identities remain.

Standing on that fundamental right, we pledge our lives to the cause of the IrishRepublic, the
freedomand libertyofall itspeople, and thewelfareof itspresentand futuregenerations.

Irishwomannativeandadopted.

leaders of the past, which have divided aminority from themajority on the basis of religious,
cultural, social andother identities.

By placing the cause of the Irish Republic in the hands of its people, the Republic declares its
commitment to direct participation in the democratic governance of this state for all people
of Ireland. No one who serves the Republic will dishonour it by cowardice, in humanity,

people in lawor inpractice by themeansof preferences awarded to someat the expenseof the
others, by suppression of freedoms to express one’s identity andbelief, freedomof thought, or
freedomto transactand tocarryouta freeenterprise.

In this age of internationalisation the Irish nationmust, by the readiness of its children prove
itself worthy of the august destiny to which it is called, the destiny of protecting, empowering
andstrengtheningher identityandherpeople.

Signed

Constantin Gurdgiev

POBLACHTNAhÉIREANN.

TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND

Drawingontherich traditionsbequeathedusbypastgenerationsandonourChristianvalues,
all of Ireland, through this generation, summons her children everywhere to celebrate our
freedomandtojoinusinourendeavoursasaproud, independentnation.Havingfoundedand
fashioned a youngnation fromanoldpeople, in the face of fear and adversity, but alwayswith
hopeanddetermination,wenowseize thismoment.
Nourished by the energy and discipline of the organisations and institutions we have shaped
as a free people, supported by the love of Irish descendants throughout theworld, and by our

stride forward toournation’s future.

voluntary sharing of sovereignty with other peoples in order that our nation can endeavour
with other nations to face common challenges as necessary to ensure a better future for the
Irishpeople.
Ours is a fortunate generation of Irish people, one of only a few to have lived in a free and
sovereignnation.Mindfulofourinheritance,andalsooftheresponsibilitythateverygeneration
has toprotect andpassonour freedomto thenext generation,wepledge, through the liveswe
lead, to warrant the faith put in us by past generations and to ensure Ireland’s esteem among
the freenationsof theworld.

both jurisdictions in the island.
As a peaceful anddemocratic nation, theRepublic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal
rightsandequalopportunities toall itscitizens,anddeclares itsresolvetopursuethehappiness
andprosperityof thewholenationandall of itsparts.
But each generation faces new trials, and ours is no exception. In this supreme hour, the Irish

so doing, we will once again prove ourselves worthy of the august destiny to which we have
beencalled.

Signed

Gerard O’Neill
Onbehalf of the people of Ireland

POBLACHTNAhÉIREANN.

ThePeopleof IrelandtoThemselves

ASIRISHMENANDIRISHWOMEN,inthenameofourcommonhumanity,wesummonfor
ourselves our deepest resources of courage and compassion, of imagination and invention.

and comfort and inspiration to the world around us. We commit ourselves to the creation

We recognise that thosewhobelong in our republicmay come from, and adhere

of thought and an open society. We reject the use of violence and intimidation for political
ends.We establish our republic on the basis of themany values we share rather than of the
few that divide us.

First among those values is the belief that every citizen must have both the
legal, civic and political rights and the material conditions without which neither personal
dignity nor full citizenship is possible. Ourswill be a republic inwhich citizens can look one
another in theeyewithout reason for fearordeference.Nocitizenorgroupof citizenswill be
allowed toexertdominanceoverothers in thepublicorprivate spheresandnocitizenwill be
discriminated against on the basis of gender, ethnicity, spiritual belief or sexual orientation.
We place at the centre of public policy the principle that every citizen must have access to

fullparticipation insocietyanddemocracy.Wewill shapeourdemocratic institutionssothat
they are open, transparent, and resistant to corruption and domination by private interests
and so that all decisions are taken at the lowest possible level and with the greatest possible
degree of civic engagement.

We reassert the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland and to
the unfettered control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible.We recognise that

children, for the cultural riches that have been handed down to us, and for the beauty and
diversity of our natural environment.We pledge to future generations that will seek to pass
on to themadecent, vibrant and sustainable country.

Signed

The People of Ireland
(as imagined by FintanO’Toole)


